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Call for Expression of Interest 
 

Technical Expert Workshop on Indicators for Chemicals and Waste Beyond 2020 
3-5 September 2019 

Cambridge, United Kingdom 
 
Background 
 
The fourth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM4) in 2015, through 
resolution IV/4, initiated an intersessional process to prepare recommendations regarding the Strategic 
Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  
 
The intersessional process offers a unique opportunity to enhance the measurability of the future 
framework for the sound management of chemicals and waste. In recognition of this at the third Open-
ended Working Group held in Montevideo, Uruguay, April 2019, the Government of the United Kingdom 
generously offered to host a technical expert workshop on indicators to inform and contribute to the 
intersessional process.  
 
Technical Expert Workshop 
 
The technical expert workshop is scheduled to be held from 3 to 5 September 2019 in Cambridge, United 
Kingdom. The workshop will be run by the UN Environment World Conservation Monitoring Centre 
(UNEP-WCMC).   
 
Lessons learned from the Aichi Biodiversity Targets suggest that there is value in developing indicators 
concurrently with targets. As a contribution to the Beyond 2020 process, the overall objective of the 
workshop is for participating experts to: 
 

• Identify and review existing and potential new indicators and indicator criteria to enable 

assessment of global progress towards the proposed strategic objectives for chemicals and 

waste; and  

• Provide information to assist in further elaborating the targets to ensure they are Specific, 

Measurable, Ambitious, Realistic and Time-bound (SMART). 

The workshop will be highly technical in nature and is limited to a small group of 40 experts to enable 
effective, in depth discussion. The aim is to have representation from all United Nations regions and to 
have as broad of a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral representation as possible. Due consideration will 
be given to the gender balance of participants at the meeting. 
 
Considering the technical nature of the workshop, spaces may only be reserved for the most suitable 
representative participants with appropriate and relevant expertise. Limited funding will be available for 
those experts selected from developing countries, countries with economies in transition, and non-
governmental participants. Logistical and other information will be provided as soon as available to the 
selected experts.  
 
Workshop Objectives 
 

• Facilitate technical discussion involving international experts from all UN regions, including 

relevant representatives from government, industry, IOMC organizations, academia and NGOs; 

• Develop an Information document, as an outcome of the meeting, to inform discussions on 

targets and indicators at the next meeting of the intersessional process which could cover 
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existing reporting frameworks and drafting options for targets and indicators for the Beyond 

2020 process in order to make them SMART (Specific, Measurable, Ambitious, Realistic and 

Time bound); and, 

• Explore opportunities for cross-sectoral indicators/targets to be included in the Beyond 2020 

framework for SAICM to support the Sustainable Development Goals and provide links with 

biodiversity, climate change and health sectors. 

Expected Output 
 

• An Information document will be developed as an outcome of the workshop submission to the 

third meeting of the intersessional process considering SAICM and the sound management of 

chemicals and waste beyond 2020 being held from 1 to 4 October 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

This document will be presented at a technical briefing for further discussion and deliberation to 

be held on 30 September 2019, also in Bangkok. 

Eligibility Criteria for Participation in the Workshop 
 

• Availability to travel to Cambridge, United Kingdom, and participate in the entire duration of the 

workshop from 3 to 5 September 2019; 

• Suitable technical background and/or expertise in a relevant field as outlined in the application 

form; 

• Knowledge of, and previous experience in, using or developing indicators is an advantage; and, 

• A good understanding of the future Beyond 2020 Strategic Approach being developed for 

Chemicals and Waste.  

Expression of Interest 
 
Interested individuals meeting the above eligibility criteria and with an interest in participating as a 
technical expert can complete and send the application form along with a Curriculum vitae to: 
saicm.chemicals@un.org. 
 
The deadline to submit the expression of interest is Friday, 5 July 2019. 
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